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Brotherhood of the Deaf 

DR. J. L. SMITH 

The brotherhood of the deaf is a 
brotherhood of misfortune. Deafness 
is a misfortune, let us say what we 
will. It can be, as in our case, greatly 
alleviated by education and environ¬ 
ment. But a misfortune it is, and a 
misfortune it will remain to the end 
of time. This misfortune is the ce¬ 
ment that bonds together the brother¬ 
hood of the deaf. The deaf have been 
called “clannish,” as a term of re¬ 
proach. But the spirit underlying the 
origin of the word has nothing of re¬ 
proach in it. 

The clan was a brotherhood of re¬ 
lationship that stood against wrong 
and oppression. The members of the 
clan were ever ready to defend them¬ 
selves qnd their brother members 
against some common danger or com¬ 
mon wrong or in defense of some great 
principle. It may be prostituted to 
base uses, but so may many other 
principles great and noble in them¬ 
selves. 

Why should not the deaf be clan¬ 
nish? They have every reason to be 
so. They are but following the call 
of nature. It is not the deaf alone 
who show the clannish tendency. We 
see evidence of the same tendency all 
around us among people who are not 
deaf. In our large cities we have “the 
Irish quarter,” the “Ghetto,” the 
“Chinatown.” And even in the coun¬ 
try districts the clannish tendency is 
shown by the disposition of foreign 
immigrants to establish themselves in 
colonies. Furthermore, professional 
men, such as doctors and lawyers, in¬ 
cline to congregate in the same or ad¬ 
jacent buildings. And in business ev¬ 
ery city has its wholesale quarter, and 
its manufacturing center. Clannishness 
is universal among mankind, when¬ 
ever common interests draw men to 
gether. 

Is it clannish for the deaf to be 
drawn together by their common mis 
fortune? Then we are clannish. Is 
it clannish for the deaf to love and 
cling to the sign language? Then are 
we clannish. Is it clannish for the 
deaf to enjoy meeting together so¬ 
cially to form associations for com¬ 
mon benefit? Then are we clannish. 

There are w r eighty reasons why the 
deaf should heed the call of brother¬ 
hood and get together and stand to¬ 
gether. Their rights are threatened 
and their welfare menaced by irra¬ 
tional enthusiasts, who work upon 
public opinion by questionable means. 
The law recently passed by the legis¬ 


lature of Nebraska is a case in point. 
I look upon the passage of that law 
as a marked instance of injustice. No 
class of people who had the strength 
of numbers would permit themselves 
to be treated by the legislature as the 
deaf people of Nebraska were treated. 
What does the average legislator know 
about the deaf and their education? 
Nothing! Did the legislature of Neb¬ 
raska consider the question fairly and 
judicially? Did they try to inform 
themselves where they were ignorant? 
DM they .call upon the most inter¬ 
ested, the people who alone could 
testify truly on the basis of experi¬ 
ence—the deaf — to give their evi¬ 
dence? Not at all! The legislative 
committees listened to the arguments 
of a few persons who wished to change 
the policy of the school for the deaf. 
The legislature listened to the com¬ 
mittees, and the bill went through 
with a rush. 

This is not the only instance of its 
kind to which we can point. Often 
and often have the weightiest matters 
relating to the education and welfare 
of the deaf been determined without 
giving them a chance to be heard. 
The finely spun theories of people who 
have had no real association with the 
deaf carry more weight than the testi¬ 
mony of the deaf themselves, who 
have experienced the effects of this or 
that method. People will assail and 
condemn the sign language, who do 
not know or understand one sign from 
another, and, what is worse, the gul¬ 
lible public will accept what they say 
rather than the testimony of the deaf 
who know. There is an absurdity al¬ 
most laughable in the whole thing. 

Can you imagine any body of intel¬ 
ligent people giving heed and credence 
to an attack on the Latin language by 
a man who knew not a word of it? 

In all other affairs of the world ex¬ 
pert opinion is what is sought for and 
what carries weight. When Congress 
is wrestling with the tariff schedules, 
experts in wool, lumber, steel, sugar, 
etc., are summoned and examined as 
the various questions come up. When 
the law is seeking for the truth, it 
calls for those who are supposed to 
know the truth. When the question 
is one of medical science, a blacksmith 
is not called to give his opinion. When 
it is a case of forgery, a street sweeper 
is not summoned to tell what he knows 
about handwriting. 

It does seem as if it is only in the 
case of the deaf and their education 
and welfare that the principle of tak¬ 
ing testimony from those best fitted 


to give it is lost sight of. The deaf 
are not called upon for their testi¬ 
mony as to facts relating to their edu¬ 
cation and welfare. They are shoved 
aside, indicted, tried, and condemned 
without a chance to be heard in their 
own cause. 

I wish to say right here that the 
people who do these things are good 
people, earnest people, well meaning 
people. Their motives are all right. 
But unfortunately, human motives as 
often lead into error as into right. As 
much harm is done by well-meaning 
people as by ill-meaning people. The 
well-meaning fool commits blunders. 
Him we can pity and excuse. But the 
well-meaning theorist and reformer 
often commits crimes. Those people 
who would establish oralism as the 
sole method of education for the deaf, 
who would kill or bury the sign lan¬ 
guage, who would isolate the deaf 
among the hearing and prevent their 
association with one another—those 
people undoubtedly mean well. So did 
the old lady of the fable who bought 
a negro slave, and thinking his color 
was due to the neglect of former mas¬ 
ters, had him scrubbed and scrubbed 
until he caught his death of cold. So 
did the judges and clergy of New Eng¬ 
land mean well, when they succumbed 
to the witchcraft frenzy and imprison¬ 
ed and hanged many unfortunate per¬ 
sons, thereby placing a blot upon the 
pages of our history that time cannot 
remove. So have many other people, 
the world over, in all ages, meant well 
when they have ravaged with fire and 
sword to compel other people to their 
way of thinking. 

It is right for men to think for them¬ 
selves, to form their own opinions, but 
when they try tp force their opinions 
on others by superior might, then is 
the way opened for untold wrong and 
oppression. Intolerance is he great¬ 
est source of woe and wrong in the 
world. It has caused more war and 
bloodshed than all other causes com¬ 
bined. Millions of innocej people 
have been burned, hanged, ssacred, 
because they refused to accept the op¬ 
inions of those who were stronger 
than they. The pages of history are 
stained with the blood of martyrs to 
intolerance. Intolerance still exists 
among us, though, thank God, the auto 
dafe, the rack, the wheel, and gibbet 
are not permitted! But intolerance 
still accomplishes its aim by other 
means and not infrequently by “due 
process of law,” as in Nebraska re¬ 
cently. 

Continued on Page 4 
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moment the right men are secured 
to work in a section and the right 
methods are carried out in the work 
of organizing a section and infusing 
enthusiasm into those who are ex- 
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association. California has 
long been looked upon by the outside 
Advertising rates given upon Application deaf as peculiarly situated so far as 

All contributions must be accompan- organization and harmonious action 
led by the name and address of the on the part of the deaf were con- 
writer. not necessarily for publication, , , . , , , 

but. as a guarantee of good faith. The i cerned. We were told they needed 

Editor is not responsible for views and an ou tsider for a leader, and one who 

opinions expressed by correspondents in ’ 

their communications. could cement together all factions 

i for the overthrow of the domination 
of one or two men. It has developed 
that the leader was right in their 
midst and he only needed to be ap¬ 
proached in the right way to bring 
about the desired results, and that in 
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With the knowledge of what has 

been done being dinned into tyieir 

ears, the deaf of the country will be 

■. ■ "_going to San Francisco fourteen 

HURRAH FOR CALIFORNIA. months hence feeling that they can 

There has been a wonderful change look with confidence for a splendid 
wrought in the status of the deaf of gathering and come away with noth- 
California within the last eight in S but the S reatest meed .of praise 

months, and the credit for setting the fcr tbe work done b ^ tbe deaf of 
thing in motion must be given to California since the National associa- 
President Howard and the National tioa selec ted San Francisco for the 
association of the deaf. For years 191 ° meetin §- 
there had been factional strife among 
a few of the deaf down there, keep¬ 
ing the masses disrupted and each one 
suspicious of the other. There was ! the membership of many of the N. 


Washington, under the Act of March 3 

1879 


TO N. A. D. MEMBERS. 

This is the month during which 


no state organization and but few 


A. D. members becomes delinquent, 


local organizations. A so-called Amer- uniess dues are P aid piomptly. Many 
ican federation of the deaf existed of have no d0llbt received no¬ 

on paper and was carried about in tices from Treasurer Drake, and if 
. the vest pocket of one man, and all ^ ou bave forwarded your dues to him 
attempts at' organizing the deaf of i wel1 and 8 ° od- 

the state along rational lines and giv- 1 As executive committeeman for 
ing them all a chance to be heard ; Washington, Oregon, Montana, Idaho 


were frowned upon. 


and Wyoming, I wish to suggest that 


The Cleveland convention of the j y° u forward to me at once at least 
National association voted to hold a' two >' ears ’ dues ’ Provided you have 
special meeting in San Francisco' dur- alr eady paid up. The receipt is- 
ing 1915. President Howard placed sued b ^ tbe former treasurer will 
Leo C. Williams on the executive i sbow to what date ^ are P aid- 1 
committee, and Mr. Williams got to 1 su SS' est ^Jing two years’ dues for 
work with a vim that astonished the ' two reasons, i. e., the disposal of the 
outside world-even President How- mat ter for that length of time, and 
ard himself, we fancy. Mr. Williams the possibility of using a check to 
did not make much noise when he , remit one dollar-which pays for two 
set the stone rolling, but as it gath- j yearS- 

ered momentum there came a rum-! No one should neglect to remit his 

ble and a roar that could have been or her dues promptly-either to 


heard above the din of the San Fran- 


Treasurer Drake or to the executive 


.cisco earthquake of 1906. In the last | committeeman having jurisdiction 


issue of the Journal, President How¬ 
ard, with pardonable pride, announces 
that “today the American federation 
is non est and the National associa¬ 
tion has a California membership of 
250, and more coming all of the 
time.” 

If the National association is able 
to accomplish such things as this the 


over your territory. And every one 
who is at present a member should 
secure at least one new member and 
send the fee of one dollar at the 
same time you send your dues. 

The San Francisco convention, July 
19 to 24, 1915, is going to be a fine 
one. The deaf of the West and 
Northwest have little opportunity to 


attend the N. A. D. conventions in 
the East, on account of the distance. 
Expenses to San Francisco will be 
low next year, and we should all be 
on hand. If we of the Northwest will 
combine with the California deaf and 
be on hand in mighty numbers we 
will put in the shade all previous 
conventions of the deaf. To that 
end let me have your dues and new 
memberships at once. 

P. L. AXLING. 

Pacific Bldg., Seattle. 


TACOMA NEWS NOTES. 

Tahoma club held its annual elec¬ 
tion of officers at the Bertram’s Sun¬ 
day afternoon. The officers newly 
elected are: John Bertram, presi¬ 
dent; Mrs. Eva Seeley, vice-presi¬ 
dent; Mrs. Edna Bertram, secretary; 
Mrs. Frank Hutson, treasurer. After 
all club business had been disposed 
of Mr. Bertram took a group picture 
which will probably scon grace the 
pages of The Observer. 

A delicious repast of strawberry 
shortcake, coffee, etc., was served ere 
the members dispersed. It is note¬ 
worthy that this meeting ’seemed to 
usher in an era of good weather, 
which we take as a sign the weather 
man’s ban on our club has been re¬ 
moved. 

Thursday Club will meet at Mrs. 
R. B. Foster’s, June 11th. The Fos¬ 
ters have purchased a new home in 
the south end. Their new address is 
11 South Fifty-fourth street. Take 
either the Spanaway or the Puyallup 
car. 

The latest news from the “Lorenz 
stock experimental station” is that 25 
ducklings there suddenly left for 
“poultry heaven.” The reason why 
is unknown, but of course, it was an 
unearthly one. 

Chas. Hammond, finding time hang¬ 
ing heavily on his hands of late, has 
been trying his ’prentice hands as 
floor painter. Alas! and alack! We 
hesitate to mention with what suc¬ 
cess his venture met; and we shall 
fear to meet Charles after he sees 
this in print. 

Here is a good joke on our new 
club president, John Bertram. His 
little daughter Marion, aged 3 y 2 
years, was recently going into rap¬ 
tures over her baby brother, seven 
months old, and exclaimed: “Oh, 

you dear little ‘monkling.’ ” Marion, 
by the way, is very original in her 
use of English and is constantly coin¬ 
ing new words and expressions, which 
her grandmother invariably repeats 
for her parents’ benefit. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Orr J. Tousley, with “ i VIJL 

their little boy, showed up at the 

Ladd party and took an active part in We replace Broken Lenses. 


Jeweier 


Yes, We guarantee everything we do 


the festivities. Phone Main 4324 

Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Wright were 406 PIKE STREET SEATTLE, WASH. 

hosts to a small gathering of friends -— -- — . .. . . . — 

Sunday evening, the occasion being in expectatIon of securing employ- SHOFS 

nonor o Mrs. a. . w ae. ment and remaining permanently. . .... . , 

The Prats meet Saturday evening in W hen he went out to search for work, wlJ1 S lve y° u satisfaction at 

regular session. There is a prospect howeve r, he concluded that he could ___ popular prices 

that another member will be admitted. do as well> or e ven better, in a place STOVt fellOC vO. 

The division is certainly growing. with which he was acquainted, so took C33 R D A\/ El 

Claude A. Ziegler, who sold his olu an early train back to Vancouver. . .— -■■■ __ — —— 

motorcycle to Albert E. Hole six or A birthday party was given Miss Mjsrlfpf fmttWlnV 

eight weeks ago, has invested in a Grace Z iegler Saturday evening, May 1 ITUUHCl 

brand new machine—one of the latest 30j by he r parents, at the family home, FRES H and^UR^D MEATS 
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Palace Market Company 


Bremerton was represented at the five of the local deaf were present, 
social at Ladd’s by C. K. McConnell and upon leaving all declared they 
and Rudy L. Stuht. The former re- h^d spent a most pleasant evening, 
mained over night, but Mr. Stuht took Miss Grace is one of the most popular 


DRAT FR TN 
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the midnight boat home. 


young ladies among the deaf of Seat- were pressed into service. Mr. Ladd, 


C. Harold Linde, finding the outlook tie. 


who was in charge of the evening’s af- 


for work in Seattle not very roseate. Albert E. Hole and L. O. Christen fair > had thoughtfully provided a num- 
hied himself to Tacoma and at latest se n last Sunday made a flying trip to ber of prizes for several contests, in¬ 
reports was “subbing” on the lino- gilvana, about twenty-five miles north clubing cakes to be brought by the 

types in the Tacoma Tribune office. 0 f Everett—about sixty miles each ladies - The whist contest resulted as 

. , e maUo follows First for ladies, Mrs. O. Han- 

Albert E. Hole two weeks ago ac- way. from Seattle. The trip was made • T „ „ ’ „ , 

companied a party of hearing friends on Mr. Fo’e’s motorcycle, starting at ® on and Tdrs - J - Gu ® tm ” tl ® d; rS 

to Snoqualmie Falls, making the trip 9:30 a. m and returning at 5:30 p ni. | or ge ^ tlera ® n ’ . C ’ * 1 cConnc - 

on his motorcycle. He says the roads j They hunted up William O. Sneve at ^oo ly, rs. Annie unro. . 

are fine all the way ami the scenery Silvana and bad a short visit with Thirteen cakes were entered in the 


grand. 


Thirteen cakes were entered in the 
cake contest, causing a dearth of 


Miss Mabel Scanlan came down | Leo K. Holmes and V. E. Henderson sandwiches and a few extra cron s 
from Everett Sunday, the 24th, and : spent a tew days in Seattle last wees, tracks on the faces of t e Jut ges, 
surprised the Hanson’s. She accom- returning to their homes near Belling- Messrs. Hanson and Axlmg. The 
panied the latter to the Axling home ham the first o! the week. The former Judging was done with care and do- 
in the late afternoon and after lunch is from Everson and the latter from liberation, in full view of the assemb- 
returned to Everett I near Custer. Their purpose in coming led guests, thirteen bites to each 

j. e. Qustin made a trip to the Me- to the city was to see what prospect Judge, followed hy about as many ex- 
Connell ranch on Hood’s Canal two' there was of landing permanent work, tra bites by each all of which was 
weeks ago, remaining two or three i The outlook was not encouraging, so i most tantalizing to the appetites of 
days He learned a few things new 1 they wisely concluded to return. Mr. | those who saw the choice viands with- 
and got into the habit (prevalent In , Holmes Is a Maine native and a gradu- In reach hut were not allowed to 
the country) of tipping his hat to e»- ate of Gallaudet, class of '09. He has taste them till alter the judges fin- 
erybodv he meets. It must he tire- been In Washington state only two ished their task. First prize went to 

„ or , T . c! Mrs. A. H. Koberstein for a devil’s 

some! ytjaia. 

Alfred Waugh accompanied a party Exasperating errors will sometimes cake, and second to Mrs. Will Webs- 
of half a dozen of his fellow workers creep into the printed page and dodge ter for a lemon flavored layer cake, 

to the Cherry Valley countrv last Sat- the eagle eye of the proofreader, or, Refreshments were speedily dis- 

r~d,v returning the next day. They if caught by that worthy, will laugh posed of and the party soon broke up 
made the trip by automobile and took at the fellow who thinks he has made to catch the last cars for their homes, 
along their fishing tackle. Mr, Waug’- all corrections in the type. Such was Mr. Ladd was told to hold what prizes 
says the party secured 105 of the the case with an item in the last issue, he had left, for other kinds of con- 
finny tribe stating Mrs. Annie Munro had visited tests later on. The fun of the even- 

Rev Oscar Fedder has returned in Vancouver, B. C. Instead of “Mrs.” ing could have been prolonged for 
from his trip of six weeks in the east thn^tvues made the reporter say two or three hours, but the guests 
and will resume his service for the “MissA’ The best we can do is to preferred to ride home rather than 
deaf next Sunday at his church, Fast swear “Never again!” Mrs. Munro walk! 

Union Street and Twenty-second \ve- has a steady situation at the Bon The schools for the deaf through- 

nue He will tell them something Marche and will repiain in Seattle. out the United States are closing for 

about his trip to Chicago and other -- the summer vacation, to open again 

points east. MAY SOCIAL AT LADD’S. in September. The school papers are 


nue He will tell them something Marche and will repiain in Seattle. out the United States are closing for 

about his trip to Chicago and other -- the summer vacation, to open again 

points east MAY SOCIAL AT LADD’S. in September. The school papers are 

The Bible class services for June ,The monthly social for May, under consequently suspending publication 
will take place on the 21st, and, as the auspices of the Puget Sound as- for the summer, leaving the chron- 
outlined in a recent issue of The Ob- sooiaBou, was held the evening of icling of news regarding the deaf to 
server, will be held in a pleasant rpcv May 23 at the home of Mr. and Mrs the New York Journal and the Seat- 
in Washington Park. All who expect Bryan, the latter a daughter of Seth tie Observer. It is the hope of the 
to attend should be on hand at Thirty- t ?dd. The attendance was larger editor of this publication that all will 
first Avenue and Madison Street than anticipated, nearly 50 persons be- feel free to send in bits of mterest- 
promptly at, 3:00 o’clock. ing on hand, and the house was taxed ing news and thus keep the country 

John Ulrich, of Vancouver, B. C., for room. First on the program was informed of what is going on among 
dropped into Seattle last week, with progressive whist and seven tables the great mass of the deaf. 
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The attempt of many people to force 
oralism upon the deaf of this country 
and to do away with the sign lan¬ 
guage against their will is a species 
of intolerance. Personally I am in 
favor of oral teaching as a part of the 
broadest and best scheme of educating 
the deaf. I believe that every child 
should have a fair opportunity to 
profit by speech and lip-reading. Ev¬ 
ery deaf child has a right to learn the 
sign language if it wishes. But when 
the extreme advocates of oralism 
claim everything for their method and 
grant nothing, then is it time to call 
a halt. Then is it time for the deaf 
to stand together and fight for their 
rights. 

It is a hard fight that is before us 
for the reason that our enemies do 
not fight fair. Fraud, misrepresenta¬ 
tion, exaggeration, undue influence! 
are used to gain their ends. Who can 
say that the oralists gained their case 
in the Nebraska legislature by an 
honest and open fight? We all know 
it was not so. It seems strange that I 
men and women of education and re- ! 
finement should lend themselves to j 
deceit, tacitly, if not actively. It is,! 
always has been, a common thing for ■ 
“semi-mutes” to be put forward on j 
the platform at public exhibitions and ! 
allowed to “speak a piece.” They do 
it well; the public are amazed at the; 
result of oral teaching, and begin to j 
clamor that it be made universal. If 
this is not a fraud, what is it? The 
Associated Press gives out a state¬ 
ment that deaf people make it a prac¬ 
tice to go to theatres and read the 
lips of actors. This is copied all over 
the country and goes further toward 
deceiving the too gullible public. The 
deaf protest against it as false. But 
do their protests get into the Associat-! 
ed Press? Not much! Do leading! 
oralists, men and women of character 
and standing, take the trouble to deny 
such falsehoods? They do not. A \ 
certain person advertises an oral 
school for young children, promising 
to take the children and in a marvel- i 
ously short time fit them to enter pub¬ 
lic schools and academies for the 
hearing. This is fraud, pure and 
simple. Do the oralists repudiate such 
preposterous claims made for their! 
method? They do not! The fact is 
that the oral movement profits by all 
these frauds and misrepresentations, 
inasmuch as the general public is easi¬ 
ly misled. - 

DR. OLOF HANSON, M. A. 

You have to go away from home to 
learn the news! Whether from mod¬ 
esty or sheer forgetfulness we know 
not, but the fact is our townsman, un¬ 
til now plain Mister Olof Hanson, has 
had another title conferred upon him 
by Gallaudet College—this time that 
of Doctor of Science—and he never 
said a word about it! 


San Francisco 

BY D. S. LUDDY 

Member Local Publicity Commitee. N. A. D., 
Burlingame, Cal. 

Greetings from the city by the Gold¬ 
en Gate! The above committee has 
just been formed, of which the writer 
is a member, and has been requested 
to write for The Observer, besides 
several other journals. The writer 
lived in Seattle 14 years ago for sev¬ 
eral months and knows some of the 
Seattle deaf, so he feels something 
like writing to old friends. 

Start to save your pennies for 1915 
and come and see the greatest ex¬ 
position the world has ever known. 
It opens on February 20th, 1915, and 
closes on December 20th following. 
The N. A. D. convention opens on 
July 19th and closes on July 24th. 
The N. A. D. and C. A. D. (California 
Association of the Deaf) now each 
have over 250 members in California 
and expect to reach the 300 mark. 
They do not each have the same num¬ 
ber though. The writer will give more 
particulars later. 

The committee of five, which has 
been in charge of the preliminary ar¬ 
rangements for reorganizing the C. A. 
D. and getting new members for the 
N. A. D., has done splendid work and 
will soon be organized. President 
Williams, of the C. A. D. and member 
of the N. A. D. executive committee, 
has already appointed the chairmen 
of the different committees. The bu¬ 
reau of publicity is now complete. W. 
S. Runde, teacher at the Berkeley 
School, is chairman. The other mem¬ 
bers are Mrs. Alice Terry, wife of the 
celebrated deaf writer and poet of 
Santa Monica, near Los Angeles; Miss 
Wildey Mitchell, an ambitious young 
writer of Selma, Fresno County; Wal¬ 
ter Lester, of Berkeley, and Dl S 
Luddy, of Burlingame, a suburb of 
San Francisco. 

J. W. Howson, the N. A. D.’s state 
organizer, is the right man in the 
right place and has done more than 
his share of the work. 

Isadore Selig has secured more than 
40 members for the N. A. D. and C- A 
D. “Izzy” can do anything. Perhaps 
we will send him down to Mexico to 
conquer the Mexicans next, if neces¬ 
sary. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gore, formerly of 
Washington state, now live on the 
Mills estate near San Francisco. Mr. 
Gore is engineer at the dairy. They 
have a large house and grounds to 
themselves. Sometimes a large crowd 
of mutes come to spend the day with 
them. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Connelly lately 
built a new house on their lot in San 
Bruno, a suburb of San Francisco, and 
immensely enjoy having their own 


home. Mr. Connelly has held his job 
in San Francisco for 25 years. 

Prof. J. W. Howson gave a talk on 
“Air” lately at the Sphinx Club’s 
rooms. Prof. Runde also gave a 
lecture on Mexico at a later date. Ad¬ 
mission was charged for both lectures 
for the benefit of the N. A. D. 1915 
fund. The members of the Sphinx 
Club are deaf-mutes and their head¬ 
quarters are in San Francisco. 

A party of the deaf took a trip to 
Muir Woods lately and 'were greatly 
benefited by the outing. 

Mr. Flynn, lately of Los Angeles 
but formerly of Connecticut, is among 
the* latest arrivals. He is an iron- 
moulder. 

The following is clipped from the 
San Francisco Chronicle. Mr. Kees- 
ing is now getting along as nicely as 
can be expected: “B. Keesing, a deaf 
mute, 2819 Laguna street, sustained 
two broken legs while riding a motor¬ 
cycle in California street at Van Ness 
avenue yesterday afternoon, when he 
was struck by the automobile of Jo¬ 
seph Heyman, driven by George 
Fleissner. According to spectators 
the automobile was being driven at a 
rapid rate on the wrong side of the 
street. Fleissner was arrested and 
charged with battery.” 

Deaf mutes in California will be 
doing a favor if they will send the 
writer a note or tell him personally 
news of interest. Little things count> 
Note his address above. 

Nuf said for the present. I will give 
more particulars about the exposition 
later. 

DEMISE OF MRS. W. S. ROOT. 

Mrs. Esther Root, wife of W. S. 
Root, former editor of The Observer, 
died Thursday, May 28, after a lin¬ 
gering illness of almost two years’ 
duration, although becoming severe 
only lately. She had been an invalid 
for upward of two years, but was 
able to take care of her own house 
and resolutely declined to allow her 
husband to employ help for her, ex¬ 
cept at intervals when she was not 
able to be around. The end was not 
unexpected, but was a shock to the 
many relatives and friends of the 
family. 

The funeral took place Sunday aft¬ 
ernoon, services being held in the 
family residence on Twenty-second 
avenue north, and interment being in 
Lakeview cemetery. Besides relatives 
and hearing friends, there were pres¬ 
ent at the services a large number of 
the local deaf. True Partridge in¬ 
terpreted the minister’s words for 
the deaf. 

The sympathy of all who know 
him goes out to Mr. Root in the great 
loss he has sustained. There are no 
children, which fact makes his lot 
all the more lonely and sorrowful. 



